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As the end of the year approaches, it’s time to prepare for Idaho Tobacco 
and Electronic Smoking Device Permit renewal. Beginning October 1, 2025, 
all retailers can renew their annual permit to remain authorized to sell 
tobacco and vape products in 2026. 
 
Your current permit expires on December 31, 2025. Don’t wait until the last 
minute — renewing early helps avoid technical delays, ensures continued 
compliance, and protects your ability to sell without interruption. 

 

What Retailers Need to Know 
• Renew online at TobaccoPermits.com/Idaho — fast, free, and 

accessible 24/7. 
• Need help? Call 877-641-4468 or use the “Contact Us” feature on 

the homepage. 
• Permits are not transferrable. If ownership changes, the new owner 

must apply for a new permit. 
• Don’t need your permit anymore? Let us know! Use the “Contact Us” 

form and tell us your reason (change of ownership, no longer selling 
tobacco or e-devices, out of business, etc.). 

 

Avoid Fines and Violations 
Selling tobacco or vape products without a valid permit — even for a single 
day — is a violation of Idaho Code 39-5701, and comes with serious 
consequences: 
 

• Civil penalties may be assessed against the business. 
• Sales may be suspended until a valid permit is issued. 
• You may be flagged for non-compliance in future inspections. 
• Your business reputation — with customers and community — may 

suffer. 
 
Even temporary gaps in permitting can result in enforcement actions, 
particularly if a sale to a minor is made during the lapse.  The best way to 
avoid these problems? Renew now. Keeping your permit active protects 
your business, your employees, and your ability to serve your customers 
without interruption. 

Facts and Stats 
 

What was the 
Compliance Grade for 

September 2025’s 
state tobacco and 

electronic smoking 
device inspections? 

 

Grade A- 
 

According to Idaho Code 39-

5701, the Idaho Department 

of Health and Welfare must 

inspect each Permitted 

Retailer that sells tobacco and 

electronic smoking devices to 

ensure that it does not sell 

these products to customers 

under the age of 21.  

 

How well did these Permitted 

Retailers comply with the law 

in September 2025?  

 

• 246 Permitted Retailers 

were inspected.*  

• 28 Permitted Retailers sold 

to the underage inspector. 

• The compliance rate for 

September 2025 was: 

 

91.06% 

Stay Vigilant! 
 

 

 

*Non-minor Exempt Inspections 

where purchase attempts were made. 

Time to Renew Your Permit – Compliance Starts Here 
 

Volume 24, Issue 10 
October 2025 

 

 

https://healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/providers
https://www.tobaccopermits.com/Idaho
https://legislature.idaho.gov/statutesrules/idstat/Title39/T39CH57/


 
                                                                                                                                                   
  

 

 
 

 
 
 

Prevent-The-Sale! 

Idaho Tobacco Retailers have two trusted 
resources to support compliance: 

• Idaho Tobacco Project Site: 
healthandwelfare.idaho.gov 

• Interactive Training & Resources: 
PreventTheSale.com/Idaho 

 
There you’ll find: 

• Free training modules 

• Sample ID examples 

• Refresher resources 

• Downloadable signage 
 

Use these tools to support your staff — and 

stay ready for every sale and every inspection. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Compliance Starts Here - Is Your Store Ready for 2026? 
Permit renewal season is more than just a deadline — it’s a chance to ensure your store is running 
smoothly and in full compliance with Idaho law. Idaho Code 39-5701 requires all permitted retailers to be 
prepared for random inspections year-round. Taking time now to confirm your readiness can save you 
from fines, failed inspections, and unnecessary stress down the line. 
 
Key Areas to Review During Renewal Season 
Here are a few critical areas to check as you complete your permit renewal: 

• ID-Checking Procedures: Are clerks consistently checking ID for anyone under 30? Are they 
trained to recognize underage vertical IDs and fake or borrowed cards? 

• Prevent-the-Sale Training: Have all new hires completed Prevent-the-Sale training? Even 
experienced staff benefit from periodic refreshers. 

• Signage and Visibility: Do you have the required age-restriction signs posted at every register? Are 
they clear, up to date, and easy for customers to see? 

• Documentation and Records: Are your inspection records, employee training logs, and compliance 
notices organized and accessible? 

• Technology Checks: If your store uses age-verification tools or POS software with compliance 
features, make sure everything is up-to-date and functioning as intended. 

 
Why This Matters 
Retailers who stay proactive with compliance tend to have fewer violations and smoother inspections. A 
quick check now can prevent bigger problems later. 
 

This Month’s Health Highlight:  

Vape Batteries and Device Hazards: Beyond Nicotine  

Compliance isn’t just about health — it’s also about safety. 

The FDA has documented numerous injuries caused by 

exploding or overheating vape batteries, especially among 

teens using unauthorized or modified devices.  

 

Improper storage, tampered cartridges, and off-brand 

chargers can all cause fires or injuries. Denying underage 

purchases doesn’t just protect kids from nicotine—it helps 

keep them safe from the physical hazards of devices not 

meant for adolescent use.  

 

Source: FDA – Tips to Help Avoid Vape Battery Explosions 
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